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SECTION I
INTRODUCTION

The hnglo-Americen Combined Ecmber 0fFfensive {hersinafter

saliﬁ.eﬁ ES & 1/2 gfﬂ’ﬁ§

SLTETEgyY ©X WMASSIVE and systematic bomhing of German way wTelated

refersed Lo a5 "CE07! durinc Werld War I wag

. P
Zacteries and cities in order te deszroy the German military.
infustrial and econsmic system and to unfermine the morale of the
German pecple "td a point where their capacity for armed

resisvante [would bel Fitally weakened * (8:33F; £:97: 10:28;

[ T8

~:B0) This paper ana

yzes the military stracegy of the Cap Using

a

the six basic guestions nistory suecgests that sorategist must ask

Pelore war (the "Crow: Questizns®) and then evalustes the siw

Campaigh STIALEeCSY usSing the *Principies of War" as a E:amawn:kf*b$
35 ol
{3:24: 20:223) LWy cho wiS Zm i
Hawlsf

Irhis rframework is useful to analyze the develcpment of a et il
histerical militasy strzrecy by exarining the impact of factors. cf T
beginning with the threat confrontine a ration. or coalirion of
nacions. on the national interests involved. then how that threat
infiuences che peolicical and military leadership. eand in turn,
the national policy. in formulating the sbiecrive gnd ultimare
strategy. ({3:28: 20:223) This analysis will use the frameswork to
show how varicus factors influencesd the development of the

stratecy cf the C30. why that sTrategy was used. and the reasons
- M

for its successes and itE failures -~ né&"f 7,%.{ ;r.,v7; R !,;f‘a :
o] DEREES LAy (Tos sauemwd.

- .

“ klﬁh.F A THES . ALSO M- Scele
£ It B SETiol By cecTic A Artroud

R 1 P



SECTION II

CONFLICT AND CAMPAIGH BACKRGROTHD

World War II Cegan September 1. 1525, when Gewrmany invaded
Paland, and endsd Seprvember 3. EEaE; with the signing of peace
aeoccyas abroad whe UEE Misszouri in Tokyo 3ay  The genesis of che

conflicy centered sn the ethnoeentric policy ¢cncepts formulated
by Adolph Hitler wher he became Chansellor of Germany in 532

(14:26; 15:56€6.374) L g 2ol e of Jgﬁim%fﬂ"“?

Iin the years prececing the war. Hitler's racis: Ldecicogy and

iving space (land} o support what he viewed
—

as the supericr race Jofused the attentich of Germany primarily

his dectorine oi ac

I

*

on Poland, RuSsis. Austirie and France. OGermany's worid trade ang
naval ambiticns alsc posed 8 direet threar o Ores: Brigain.
(12:27-31) An admirer of Mussslini's fascist agenda. Hitler
fozmed an alliance wich Itsly. with an eye toward aiding Italy in
ice eipansinnis: program and gaining Italian suppor: in the
Garman annexation ol Ausnria and the conouering of other European
srages . {15:578%] Wichin two years after ics invasion of Poland,
Germany was at fuil-scale war against the Allied powers. _— AuTimd
including Russia. France and Englandiq

b7 vitees” wtien 7 Tpiys us fote
Afver the dicect preack bwv rhe Axis. the Dnived States

entered the war in suppert ©f the Allied coalition of powers It

[¥ER

s fair to s53Y that overall military doctrine of the Allied
powers in World War I3 was based in significant pavs. if no:x

wholly. upcn the policy anncunced by President Reosevelt that the

Fo
-



sttime Weuld ineist vpoh o uncendinicnen surrender from the Axis
powers. This repertedly wes an unpremefitated cesment made at a
oress conference: & ramark which some have criticizes 2s being
careless and pelirzizally motivared. and one which iniriared
poiicy liable &0 proleng the war {12:1581; Ees also. £:5)
Regcardless of ¢ne's view a5 to whether the President’'s commnent
was careless or policy well thought out. it became the overriding
Allied aim. {6:31}

Since the Amarican national interest regquired the survival
of Grpat Bricain &5 & ¢resl power, one ci cthe key strategic

Ay auko )
te5 wat that initial efforts toward

a1}

gacisicns of the Unizezd 2=

Japan would be limited to contsinment and harassment until
Germany was defeated.  {§:3, 5} Limitaticns of space prevent .a-
datailed ciscussion nere of the oversll alx. ground and maritime
sTrategy ©f the entire war. bur it is5 sufficiant for the purposes
of the analysis e note that:

The Allied cflensive in Eurcpe was to include economic
pressure Lhrougn hiockade, a subtained alir offensive

against German milirary powsr. early defear of Ivaly. - nf

and the bulldup of forces fu, an eventual land

offensive against Gerymany As rapiély as pogsible, the

Alliss were o achieve *supariority of zir strength

over thiat of the enemy, particulariy in long-range

striking forces. ™ (5:205; guotes in original}

Achieving leng-range strikisg air superiority over Germany
was to be scgomplished primarily through scratesic bombing. a
{then) new vtechnigue of warfare defined by General Carl Spaatz.
cne of the leading zir commanders in World War If enpd first Chief

cf Staff of vhe putoncmous United States Air Force. as, "an

-



‘rmdependent air sampalign. Intended to be decisive. and directed
agzinst the essential war-making cagpeciswv &f the enemy. " {15:2%:

In Turope that sir campaign was carried cur vhrough che C20.
a produce of a dirscuive issued as the result cf the conference
held inﬂlaaz in Casablanca Av this conference. U. 5 Presiden:
Feznklin D. Roosevelr. Zricish Prime Mipister Winston Chuwchill
and the tombined Chiefls of Zxafl of the Americen and British
srmed services annocunssd that they hed. in espence. established a
formula for ending the war . {12:3151)

Whether the €30 ltself was "decisive™ is tpo this day the
subject of soma disagreement. but in facr. the effort was
fvpervated Lo one degree or ancther by verious factors.
inclu&ingl apong onbers. dalays ih obtaining adacuate long-range
sscort fightey suzport. decisicns by pelitical and top level
milicasy leaders no invace Nooih Africa to ensure gonnzol of the
Medirerranean. Siffering interprecations of the Casablanca
Dirertive, ang differences betwesan ﬁht Urnited S:taces and Bxicvish
airmen as Lo targeting and methods of bombing. {6:13. 24. 32. BE;

B:i3g. 135; mma alrkg. 18:HLZ}

i HEEh read Baalitaud el

Nn..:mnf Le'n-l‘yﬁ‘"ﬁf-f Dl 1= ¥y Tr~E
i) b bowrmin€ RS tribred 1
o Prwe 7o 1943 =~ FHS

L/MF of Wk
thw:r sl DoLTRAE

(Aoitd WME B Ritr
E‘%rﬁu%t? e ers . ﬁ#n"' Stz fics

S C ¢ rochin conf) 2 vy Borille
Eiﬂe'E-leEJWLJ Erdet. ’ Qmsi A“‘:’Pb"ljﬁtd?ﬁ"



SRCTION IIX !

STRATEGY AMALYSIS = 1% cﬂ"’ cbe

.- b?
WhAT ‘& de Zimpmaed {/‘m’l_’ C‘é &E’Ltf“fcr'
ae s . i : . . ,,f.t prewstt ¥
In addizion o ensuring the survival ¢f Great EBz-itzaio (£:1). el '
clgazly The PRETicen netishnal interest in preventing Axis thrl
Infivence. £ npt exgansicn. in nhe Western Hemisphere was & L‘.:-"""'{"

prime factor whish shapec masimpal polisy and the chjective of @P;_ﬂ? ﬁ""

rhe war  +he interss: was zruly national in scepe. held by L) of

. . Ly ¢
virrgally svery imerizan man. women and child.  As expressed by .

»
mne wWho was & chi.c cduring the war: "In cur vivié sypectatlion. P.m‘lt
e s e . . 7 o
ipsing Wozld War IT would mearn being cocoupied. Even 18 we were ﬂ.{.. i
nep zaken over. we Rzl an only somewhat less horrendous anxisty ferr
. : et - : ume .
rhat we would be bhonzad | che more agourate fear of losing the 'E" '"*'h.rr*
war irself.. .was susp.anted a3 2 personal precccoupaticn by a kind ™ p
c
of mencmaniacal focus on the war and che drxive to win it Y {7:E5} !
Is the National Miliiamy Strategy Tallored
P I\:nuimni'ﬁl e ii—-{:a‘. th=gh£vnﬂj
Alter considering The natichal interests and policy
phjectives that would De served by military action. the
+ - | ] a Wﬂts
Casablance Directive apopeared to be strajghtiorward: Y [Thel 7
progressive destruction and disiecation of the German military. m'tﬂl -
| T
industrial and econcmic system. and the undermining of the morale b
z 1 = e T, . Pma o e o » ?'
cf che German pecplie te & point where thelr capaciny for armesd
C LA

resigrance is fatally weaksped * (5:2%52) The intest of the

Casablanca DRirective was not s© cbviously expresses. however, as gﬁﬂfﬁm

in



gvidencas by the T20t that by the time the Diractive was adooted

',:”I..r}:l
by the Combined Chiefs of 5talff on May 1E6. 1542. B sentence had PJWf .
been added. apparently to clarily what was meant by "fatslly

weakened®: “This ls construed as meaning so weakened as to

permit iniriacien of final combined operatisns cn the Continenc . v 7

e — - w*ﬁcMEF ’

(5:257) G e T
In Bnm artempt o goarlly "fatslly weakened.® the added ﬁwﬂﬁ*‘ r

sentence cregated mcre interpretations and raised furcher doubrs *?;ﬂ.rri
a5 to the baBic stratagic purpose of the CBO  {9:257} Eowever. F;nlf
tihe American Stratecy end supporhine operaticns focused on those

aspects of the Directive that rargeted “the progressive

gestruction and dislocstion of the German military. indestrial
anﬁ_ﬂﬂnnémi;_ﬁystcm : 85 & path tc the fatzl weakening”

tarcugh the use ¢ selective daytime precision bombing. {%:257)

The CBO was exesuted to achisve tche over-iding goal of the tocal

defeat oI the enemy through the use of bhoph daviime and nighttime

pombing~~reund the clock {8:20; 18:2:1} wﬁgﬁﬁ 51 bty el L) a
c.t:;ﬂfmf"u% .

What,.are She Limire of Mitica—y Bewar?

The Americans inizially supperted the CB0C for political
reasons. President Rowosevelt felt that American isolationism
would be overcome through the low casualties and relatively low
costs offered by the bomber alternative. (14:302-10%5) However, 7“35'5
the ful) impact ©f the Allied respources was gepleted. or at leastc ﬁiﬂ“"h*j

delayed. by the diversion into North Africa in late 1942 which b A5

commicced many heavy bombers intended Zor use in Zurope. (5:271; cﬁmlﬁ*‘“
1% 'nsfl.'- cf

& o gz



' i = - _— ., . [ [ = PR
Tm%, peigfs DD LnaBER: ZlugreicnE. ThE gxisanE FuliEr

:.-E : " -y E s T ] - puairiy '9,:.:, ﬁf ’L‘E
UnERCeCTADIE BEEVT 12g8E5 curing unescerted gav.icht bombing gy
& e

mans. despine changes in combar zactic {10:232: This prokienm gert
% i
was evencually remedied By the deploymens of the F-EL *ﬂi""w .

{"Musctang®). LuTl 1T wag March 1544 before there were suifisien: [.’.4"'1 7
L e : : s s 1
Muscangs availal.s o Degin escoriing lerge daylight ralids into ﬂg"ﬁ {
che heart of Germasy {15:221) de-
Addivionally. the ziratsgic air forces were frustratned by
the requirement ic Civer: efforts Lo targers not consifered vital
| | _ Ml
to the Gaomal war esnnimy. such as German subntarine bages aicng ‘IJ
the French coast (T4:025; LT:33L; 23:183) Takinc the rescurces }7‘!}55
gf the pilies Iirn wming. the resources of Germany were targeted
azcersing to & 547 &7 e@sneklished prierity targecs. (5:25%) :“ﬁﬂm

goel was Lo BFTesT ThE Germaen str-encths with carefully planned E?JE

A
strategies Wtilizing the sombined forrces and resources of the FLm‘E‘),ﬂ

Allied forces. : C IJFU;
Whaz zre =he Aorawmzvsivncy c'dd M

I
What 1f the cC&l tc arress the German Strangtshs Eccording to gﬁ*‘

the prescribed plans Ifailed? Although there were operaticn plans. :'(i
staff srudiss. war game S5cenarios and sclutions. these were gll {-&lff
cased upon conjecture and speculation {3:27) Slueprints were

drawn up stipulacing in derai) che locaticn. movement. and

wreierres COUYERS ¢ ASllion Lo vasl pumkers of men. ships. ?_1&“
. _ s Yo RUMT .
planes. panks. guns. and supplies. {2:27) HNeverthéless, the m.tﬂ:"j

superior SLratesist musTt above 2l elss be Zlexible {3:27) The
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~szs  {2:1468) Until adeguste e5CCIT Tighigr provection for long ,W"ﬁ
-ange compins DU WeTs provided. Inere werse LharceplERie AOSELSS Wytﬁ%
Fairhousgh the (R0 Zmfiisced immense Samage o most of the places ma;&.]
greacxed. The GeiTman wal a:c:na}ny wag relatively unafiested. { . ?_
(£;003; 6:148) Further. glthough the weicht cf Dombs Zropped cn ﬁﬂi Ry
Germany in 1543 was 2¢gp wimes mere than the year hefore., Germad LJ\H j.
Ermamencs produchisn acruslly increased by 52 per cant. {B:L53)} Wf
Such facts do not necessarily sugg::,as:: the CBO was a failure.
Allieg seratecic bomzing diverted an efRoImous amount ocf German

N _ Forse T EBRLICE.
manpovwer Enc MALerla- whick otherwise could have been used on the

s

wmagnpry and Westarm Zoonis. {(8:583) In SO geing. as stateg by

_MziccGeperal Hanse_l. at +he very iesst the (30 provided the

- 7
gine qua non for the invasison ol Russpe. {B:116) Liﬁyw?ﬂfﬁ HEm;:Z’ -
_— e - oy .

How Sr=—pue io the MHoma foenc?

The spcietal values and patienal resources of each ally in a
coalitisn of povwers provide Input tc Ithe pclitical leadership
developing the policy which governs the miligary and determines
the chissnive 1-":::.' bosh the war in gene-al and the CEO campaign.
rhe key societzl values of the various Allied powers were

MERel, WYY Befeny oF Lrteteiy” DD BeaT> w brrtieas Feet
sufficiently similar that they may be fairly consideved Lo be ﬂh: G AAE

chared. Those societal values had a divect influence op the L&l‘-( dhowl

naticnal resources available to condust the war and the CBO Bonbirl”

campalun. Civilien life in World War 7 was “one unhroken LEM”{
oS |

s-werch pf pnatienal cesolve and sacrifice” wniech rreaced what has 7

AT T

: 1 o3
};a.m:.j&' ? C"gb



peen deseribed as van uswatched ecencmit and technclocical el ¥
Mg s
colessus . " {1n:EE: zaes alsc. T:134) A% onm chserver noped: "3Bv
- - 5&1’15’
war's end. U 5 plantg were turning out 60,000 warplanes &nd = rﬁ}ﬁ'

' . L{’;

thousand carge ships a vear .. In all. the U. & war effort T8 ala
produced 286.60) aircrafc. 71,080 ships. 86,388 vanks. This 1.»3“‘1

miragle of precucticn. as much as manpower using the weapons p—ﬁ’

coming off the lines. won the war * {ii:X7} Although the nunbers

-] by

may differ. the sucietal values of English citizens had a similar ,&b:

impact on Brivish natienel ressurces available for the war I ﬁ'ﬁ"‘;
e . Dot bifeeet | L 7 weyelef &

overall and the C3C campaign. Undesubtedll'chose "inputs® led the m:,-ﬂ.&?
Ammrican and Britiszh poliginel leadersiap to develap the resplure 5.‘5!”""

A hffetenk A Gl
LS L7 U CET

Does Todav's Strategy Overlook Foints Quﬁ?aﬁ' J‘"’:"

gf Pifferance and Exsgygerate Points of Mkui

ATmoats SoTmunan e oo l

welicy for the coral defeat & their enemies B

o

Theories of alrc power were under constant development after

World War I. No oower *ignuréé, or ceuld afferd te iemore. the :7
. ) S0 palAS DI 1 oy s LEmdENS STy .

advent cf air power v {14:18; 16:20-35) The Axis threat impacued
mitivary leadership thinking on farce structure. technology and.
doctring. American doctrine adopred the untested principles
underlying the mass-bombing svrategies of Mitchell and Doudhebe.
*rhat in medern total war. civilians anﬁ armed forces were

Avd . L. .

inseparably linked in paticnal war machines. ® (16:33])
, -
st use b Corll OUCSTEMS Bui
Your frcus 15 ofF fove THeS
e

sgﬁm S Na?‘eé-



SECTION Iv
AIE CAMPAIGN SXECUTION
T igem o F:5
iorld wWar 21 was the SITED extensive use ¢f alr powsr on
bhoth the tagtice. &nd ﬁ::a:_-:gi: level {i: 214) The C30O Blapn
cencladed that ;':ha dastructics and continued neutralicaticn cf

-

soime sixcy {60} cargets would gravely irpair ané mizhe ravalivoe

-

the western AXis war alffers v (8; 255} From the Gricinal
poetential targe:r lisv. 5ix svetams. comprising seventy-six
Frecisicn Targeis. wers ssissied . They included &s crincipal LJHSTEW
chiectives che Icllowing favilicies: Geyman airorale inZustoy: ;q-*r’ hu#’fé
submarine constructicrn vards anf bases; ball bearinss; gil. “ﬂ#ﬁ-ﬂ-{ﬂ

syathetic rubber 2ns tives: and. milivary Lransport vehiclies % wm-—-

235 wﬂ“‘f?

L - |Il:.""' =] 1.5 i) gwl

The strategic air yes *n EZurcpe has been described as having
Lathaest 25370
three or four phases: §irsr. during 1542 as the U. 5 attempred

te organize Its air effort; second. during 1943 and the first
half of 1344. establishing allied air superierity and paving the
way for a muccessful cross-Channel invasion {800 U.5 heavy
bombers on hand by July. 13152 by October and 1746 on hand by

, ce. 9% fornf eodired
January 1944}; and finallv. aZger June 1844, as a puraly

srrategic air campalgn in suppert of the Allied invasion (2702
U.& heavy bomders on hand)  (§:25%; 20:278) These lasc WG

Fhases of the stiralegic air war in Europe beganh to combine the

1



sesrSinanec

BNt eCOonCmic

-

sySLem as weil wearnen and vndsrmine German merile and

reﬁistanca.gxuﬁﬁ '
‘.I:':-*;'nc Eﬂd Iﬂwgn*'l:

The primary ferges used in she CED wers the RAF Bomber

Command
Forcress”

-y

e B e

warfara

Elying the Legnsester. Lhe
ci the American

loscoby, the

Z-24 "Liberaver.” and E17
Tighth Alr Force. Consisten: e ﬁj

- 1
. v

n
Sritish had developed the

Zer haswy

bR THS €88 [roa 1 Py 1rioed Pord it -}-B

el

nombers weres desisnes and

might pombing, while the American
- bide culamile? g THE
built for precision daysime bembing.
hY

In Januepry ~53%.
hombardment grouss ang the
groups was atitained in May

ns Be24% deploves agsinst
1543 to e maximum of E.072
Command strength increased
bombers in January 1543 o

The first raid of the

(¢

whe Aoy Als Foeroes had only L2 heawvy

maximum sTrensth of 2 heavy bonber

1844, "The wotel of firgt-line 3-17s

Germany increased fSrom 413 in January

in Mazeh 1535 ¢ {£:;77) The RAF Bomber

from 515 iight. medium. and heawvy
3 rotal of 1.06% din Apzil 1545, {5:77)

_ Lol Eoutd Tl BE T CASA BN R
C2D took piace on August 17, 1942 with bpsn' T

. ] ] —— EiEM
12 B-17s attacking the French city of Rouen 2rpoping 18 .5 teons of LRI T
»ombs This was foliowed two days later with an &tzack on Tmidd
arpeville. (i: 83-84} By early Cerober 1532, rFmerzicap forees b

flown 13 missions acsinst German TErYcerns in France. Belgium

X

L3

|

olland. On Qoctober =.

1552,

d
American fcrces launched 108 fiJLS LS
AL
g o
(6D T
R



- - w owom
kol TRt Sty Tu g ILLTg 2. '8 ED

Foiied ipvasicn ol Kot RIrics cost che OBU nesaTli 1460 olenes.

= Rt -1

11

ks wontinual that Fell on submarime fagilities. Howavar. Ty

zhe end of 1542, the dayviizghr cffensive had Tlown oniy a7 t;;TTL‘T1L ‘

Tiggiens witch nst cne bDond droepped on Germen Soil  {1:EE-EE)

Sukseguent ¢ the Tagaklanta Pirective. op January 27. and
acain on February 2&. 1847, killed bombers attacked the German
ciny of Wilhelmsihaven  Not te pe ourdScne. on Mazch S, 1543, 367
FAT pianes attacxes Zssen and on Mareh 18, 1843, 57 American
homsers attackes Vegesass Iin northwestern Germany bhashking

agrerding ©o GRREra. Ieker. 'z new chapter” in daytime. high-

-

level precisicn Domfing., {3:5C) In latce June. Allied Forces

r
- 4

launched Mission Ne  £F gtigcking the U-boat pens at Saint-

Nazaire with 1Bl kowmbers and using EQ bombers to attack a German

7 7 ’
airfield nezy BTUSSELE f}mtaﬂt-ﬁ Derdmen]l L domebie \f B £HIN § herA |
T’[{-QJ C—L*'E'*
In July. Allied Forces began arcund the ciweck bembing of

e By, pheas THIS CantE
Hamburg with 740 FrF bohbers beginning the attack followed by 68 ﬂ&wd{

g

~i75 and then 7ZZ RAT bombers on the he=xt wave. Jhese actions

i

were repeated days later and the American focces attacked the

|-

Germans naval base st Trondheim 55 a diversion Pressing on

|..;
ja..

creparing for the rllied invasion of Puvrope. In August 1543.

three massive U. 5 raids took place on Floesti i(pil refineriest.

]

regenshurg {Messerschmits clant; and Schweinfart {(ball bearings) .

L-

On Augast 17, 1842, RAY bombers atvacked the city of Pannemund=$¢5‘ 1'
forlowed Zive days later with an attack con Berlin itself. }puikf

1fﬁp waufl
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" fealL

Sobhwainfury with IEX E-175 and pgsin suifered sevare LOSSes
e s
river shis. Ganeral Saker helvaed Fnerican razids] desc fnco Germdny
=) ™ — — c}:&”i‘f’
while the RAF continued ite night borking attadks  On November pdﬂﬁaﬂ?
TE. 1543, the Bzitish lauvncied the carpelion ¥own as the Batnle

LJM[‘?’! By TLE e Al iTed tarlS  §pardnadr g, [t‘qnf .

L

] - - - » L > -I'f

o Eri:aiE lasving fsury and cne-hals menths iheluding 25 major (e AR
BEEunl 15 WMAT I THuELY tuns MERW | ae

r2i85 using AR average of more than 500 bombhrs per misgion ]

boers |

1l

Rineseen of the relids ggainst/ German cities with o

missions against Feriin }tﬁeli {1: 334~ =
Eesuice do s
As Major Gensrsl Oreil rndessol statkd: I you will ealy
let experience he vour veacher. vou canl Have any damn lesson you

erigan Combined Romber

learly shnows that foree /
be/arﬂp /ré»-’ ¢

as o agcomplish as moeh
THi} DOESA'F rty Aedy
destructicn ©f the enemy a5 chesply as pwssihle.7 Wicth this

‘Catiderly ¥B LMIAT L

abjective comes the realizacion that this goal could only he

Qffensive in Eurspe Suring World War

e and technol

_—
- il

TrucTurs. air War coc 213 affected the

riming and ebilizy tc antedin the obiectjve of che C3O. So

[
-
LT

e “he CZC

Ultimagely. = ]
Y S,

gchieved by combined cperations between the Army. HNavy. and the

Alr Feorces. (14:203; 5:75) The Allied Zforces practiced a general

)

air gsrretegy involving the pursuit cf Iivur major aspects of

S -
[y

alr doctrine simulianeously; air defense. stratecic bombing.

naval cocperatien and alr suppert of ground troops {14:204)

Alcthough the concept cf stratecic warfzre had been advanced

114
L



cricr t& the CBC. the §rzpe of tiis sperstion sné The genesal

"gTriceY scherente tc 215 underlyving plang resuized Ln +hs

e
everwnalming success of z.lied foroes. [(5:273)
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SECTION

AIR CAMPAIGH EVALUATION
Criomeive
The milicary strategist uses the ::nrc*a1es ol war Lo
angliysze milizary asticns through the use of an cperational

! The sirategic milivary cohiective

t

L

§a2

A-Z3

EA |

Framewnrk . {Z0:223;

L

s

T

I'l

ne

r

cf tne $20 was. acgording te ctive. the “fatal weakening”

cf the Garman milizary svstem to aliow for :he ilied invasion ?f
_ Jggi&hﬁ nm-ﬂ&ﬂhwq'?tr_

Suycpe {9:25B} While there was some coniusion over the meaning

o

cf che Rirective. Geneval foncld weiicomsd the pian as it allowed

nim e "figkt £fI the demands of npavel and milltary commanders inﬂéﬁw:
. . 1
cther theatexs for mors and more planes, and get his heavy b-“l"f Mk
<HI¥

bembers concentrated in Turepe " {§:5:} Moresover., strategic tJ‘ Eidg
e ple

bembiing ailnwmi Allied Forces Cp selegtively nast“c!y rhose Rl_ueb

E e AELEE Sy dobd ol Withi pisd LIdas
clements wailn were most vital ro Germdnv's waz pnhaﬁt;al and to

penecrate deep inro Germany to uea:r:* nhese elemants wherever

th? WeIle lﬂcattd. {lE:G]E}
#ﬂfﬂ‘j l i'bEVE1H41

One could reasopably guestion whesher all efforts of che

wifensive were directed roward a clearly defined common goal
given the diversion of resources to facnical targets and the
subseguent effect on atvainment of the objective. {9:258) The
giversion of forces Lo the Mediterranean resulting from politiecal
pressure resulted in enly 800 hempers cr 68% of the pianned

£nglish buildup beling available. {5:261) Moreover. approximatcely

(B
[E1]



~m—ap-aighths ©F The Dorx cennags deliveres by U3 Rir Forces in

Turppe wers diverzed Irom o the primen taroens ¢f the RO and

a=nlied to other zzrgecs ? bihy e Bo THES she W"f i

1ot T oraar grk Banbte ‘"}"'
VERLY mATWLE ctteronk |

In the cznzext of gverall Stretegy. the U 5 should have

commivrced the madcricy ¢f ivs naticnal power tc those regions
g

where Che threat T2 vical se:uri“y interasts ix Createst. ff# 45
nt. Poier hevecd mor 4 IO W

$20:128) The C30 clearliy evidencs u r1= zact tha:x stra:acat

Volm i!
Bomking is the mos: pcwarful insgrument of war through "its

AL
cagacity ro bring all its ferces Ifrem widely dist-ibuted bases g?TﬂJ#Eb}
simultaneously te feous on single targets. Such concentration of ;HLEVPL
combat power Ras never been possible before.v {15:276-277} bﬂ}ﬁj\dr

“ Manaypyes
As Genezal Staryy stated: "{I)n the Strategic sense. this
principle has three intervelated dimensions--flexibilicy.
mokilicy and maneuverabilicy " {20:127) Although strategic
borking has this principle as its basis. the (B0 in its greatest
sense failed to capitalize on this principle given the delay in
the delivery of heavy bhombers. the diversion of forces o Hm“th

> exfand

Africa and errprs with respect o the pricorivy givan‘bm Vﬁflnﬂﬁ

rarget systems. {6:52; 5:260-264; 17:56)

vt

Empurity
Security enbances flexikilizTy by reducing vulnerability to
hostile acts. influence or surprise. [20:128) Allied forces

sulfered heavy losses during the campsign due Lo technological

L
mh



el RN & Pect Fes Prorse!

soEnces made Fv o she GEImEN Wir mazhine ag evidsnted v the heavy
A

lesses suifered by AmericiEn forrses st Flossti and Fzenemunde.

The early warning necwerx deveicped by the Germank assurec the

ioss of the esement ¢of surprise during shese cperaticns  (L:LIl-

233} Perhaps mere Lmpertantly. the Germens modified thelr tactics

2itimarelwv halvine American hombing within Germany during the

Lotrmat o S,
!
Feil of 1543 5,94#"15~

A Twe o'l Tiue f tatlicgd 18 ?
\

iy -

The abilicy = strike the enemy withour observation creates

-
4

searly took Gexmany by surprise given

0
i1

gpporminities. Ihe (B

the unprecedented rapid dezplovment of ¥.5 combar Zorces into
England.{i More IimprroEntiv. the initial Eu:::ess?anjwyad Ly the
. - |

L il

Arlied hompber cifensive was fue in large part to the element of
surprise fully utilizeZ by General Enker . 6!"-‘2‘”5 -
Unmsx.cf Command

"for every oojectivae. there should be unity of effor: under
cne ryesponsible commander v {20:3127) In October 1942, General
Spaartz had Zormally proposed thas GHEQ be eliminared and that
ovarall cummand be delegated o the Army Chief of Staff. The Air
War Plans Division proposed tnat “"coordinate ground. alr. and
naval services be created. with unity of command o be secured by w'lﬁ..-ﬁ,

frbose

a common head wf all armed services. who would report directly to Rﬂ;"""

o
. /!
the President . . .7 [8:£3} Thus. unity of command could be Wx".
1 g0 N : " 1 T !
ensured. This plan was reiected despite Genesral Masshall's bl‘b vl

belief that *there must be cne man in command of the entire Len Y

ET
-d
o
r
!



L.::- pver— 7

emgatey--~aiy. ground ané SRips Y (E:84% The Armadif oo nfare” 2
vitimately anhswerzed the cuestion by escablishing the Combined

niafs of Stafl., & composite crganizatzion of the.Brirish chiefs
ol staff and theisr American counterparcs bib‘mflf CYetay Cowt ﬁﬁ"mf;ﬂ

| tionomy of Ferce CaiTLh !
There is much debzte as To whether the CH0 dsfines the

rinciple of Economy of Feree due to the diversion of assets
crevicusly mentiened While strstegic bombing izsel? alloews the
capacity to concenirate on a limited number of vical targets
rather than dispersing ics force on obhjsctives of secondary
imperrance. the Allies failed tc apcregiate or follow this
crineipal by diverting forces. delaying forces. and diverting

effo=t ro secontary' Targets . {5: 260; 20:278)

in both the strategic and tactical sense. plans should be as

simple and direct es the situation will allow {iuzﬁ Eﬁﬁb Feyz H“m{
in its gimplest fowm was a "Capabilizyv 1an' prescribing what |4£1€;
should be done to achieve the objective with forces already
committed to producticn  (9:251) While the Caseblanca Direccive
did much to clariiy confusion about the Objective. "it @id not
complerely clear the air.* {5:251) While inictially simple with
respect to phasing and targess. the plans weze sericusly our of

rhase wicth the intended timing wich 2 resulting delay in

attainment of the overall cbjscpive. (S:258)

oW Cevern Gl Nl 74—1[ wht bIvhos!
/¢ ﬁ*“*’ﬁﬁ?ﬁ- R At Lacue )SCﬂ’??l ff



SECTION VI
SUMMARY AND STRATEGIC/DOCTRINAL IMPLICATIONS

SUmmaTY

That the planners of the 1542-1545 Anglo-American Combined
Boenmber Qffensive {CBO) duripg World War Il selected a strategy cof
methoedical bombing of Sermeny on aAn esnormous scele is an
uneoncroverced fact of history. However. whether that strategy
was selected mersely ts weaken GeEImany SO &S Lo ensure che success
of OVZRLORD, the great creoss-Channel atvask in 1544, or to bring
about the teotal destructich of the whele military. industrisl and
economic system. as well as the morale ol the German people is
vet today the subject ol some int&:pfetatian. The Casablanca
Pifecri¥e, stating. ameng other things the objectives of the ————
campaign., was subject to differing interprevations when it was

wricten, apd it remains so tcday Thus, the rzascon the st*a'aew

was selected for this campaiuan and whether the CBO was sucmess
L

depends ypon one's view cf the gn::m52u£:EL:i*An_EIHLJSEE£ﬂ£EEEL7Q

Direccive. Ndﬁﬁ"ﬁ j{;ﬂ-ﬁ View 7 THLY Sowadl LiLE A VoriTiciads t:‘r'*'ﬂl"-:‘
e e T oF THIS Al 1 b P Yo TR roEE A Siwed
pid the {BO irgelf bring abmu: everwhelming caf

"R O tod bt 1T
Germany? Although the writings of both CGenerals Hansell and Ly .?,‘“‘:,

Spaat: reflect the view that Rllied air power was decisive in the /L Ssonel
war in Westerm Europe. mepdern historians have reached diversgent
conclusions ahout not oply the CBO, but algo air powar in

general. and the cverall imcact on the war  Whatever

disagresment there may be regarding the *decisiveness® of the

15



CBO. however. there ssams to be LnEnimcug agreement among all

historical analysts than the (30 was certsinly = significent
factor in determining the outcome of the war in Eurcpe. Purther.

. aNE IS PNE Quesnnd wiilaT 14 Youd WBS 7 Wl ARt STBrTh 1o 1T f
if one views CThe objective of the €30 as making possible as

invasion of the continent, it can be seen as nothing less than an

overwhelming BUCCEeSS .

whough thers apoears to he no real consensus as o the /

FHS 15 So boissly LAty
uitimace purpose of the €30, it is reasmnaﬁ‘ie to conglude ch:

the vamppaign strategy of sustained. massive day and night bombing
of Germapny by British and American heavy bombers was selecced to
weaken the Germas moerale and war mhking ability to an extent ce
ensure the success of the cross-channel invasion. For the first
time in ﬁhe history of warfare. such & strafegy was not only
possible to implemant. but its success could ba Tealistically
envisioned and. wore importantly. attained. given relatively
"stricr® adherence to the principles of war as previously
discugsed.
Dogrrinal Jmplications

Rithough the cvoncept of air warfare was not antixely new--3it
had been arocund for at least 25 years--the doctrines for the
appli:aéian ok ;he eir arm of military power were still evolving
That evolution was Shaped not only by changes in perceived
growing threats Lo national inverest. but alsp in large measure
by increased technology. Aviation science and engineering were

not 5o advanced in Werld War I to enable the producticon of leng-

20



-ange neavy eirvocrein, let slone ¢onvince., or even infivence. top
lave] milivary leadershin to begin thinking in terms of sorategic
bomhing

8y the time World War II wag in full swing. however. g1l
that had changed  The newly developed technolegy enabling the
producrion ﬁi the Brivisn lLancaster and the American 3-17 and B-
24 apd wvltimetely the long-range P51 escort fighter. provided che
opportunisy for Anglo-American political and milivary leaders to
shifr paradigms of milivacy thinking to inciude strategic bombing
as a viakle strategy.& € ArwT _I CFE"L Ardeheim sl TH }mi.m"'luc"}

Mchough the RAF was established as an independent arm of
the Brigish milicary in Horld War II. American airmen within the
Army Ai:1Cm:ps were 5till Jighting for an eutonomous alr force.
Decisive o not as to the sutcome of the war in Europe. at the
very lesst. the (30 represented the realization of the dreams of
American alymen who sough to vindicate their faich in an
avrenomous milirazy air axm end independent alr warfare bhased on
bombing .

Although perhaps not the primary factor. surely the success
of the CBO was a significant factor in the ultimace decieien in
1947 to establish the United Srares Air Force as an independent
sarvice., coegual with the Army and Navy within what we now kKnow

as Lhe Departinent of Defense.



£ g e LA

-
| .. Don'T L5

Bailey. Renald ¥ . The Alr War in Eurppe. rlexandria. VR,
rima~Life Books. 1

"3{’ Sradiford. Dr James € and Wayne REobinson. *World War I7:
Afr Powey iy Che Furopean and Pacific Theaters.®, in ALlr War
College Nonwesident Srudies. Vol 1. LSN 8. Brh Z6 . PE. Z14-215.

/ﬁf Crowl, Philip x.. "The Siratecist's Short Catechism: Si

Questions Withoul Answers.” The Harmen Memorial Lectures is
Milirary Histery. Ne. 20, Qetober 6. 1277, pp  1-14. in Alr War
College Nonresident Studies. Vol I. 1SN £, gth Ed . PR Z3-29.

4. Futzell, Robert Frank. "AWFD-1: Ady Planning for War,®
Ideas. Concepts. Dorstrine: 3Rasic thinking in the Unived Stares
Air Force, 1307-158G, Voi 1. Adr University Press, Maxwell Air
Force Base AL, 1885, op, 10B-114. 223, in Adr War College

Bonresident Studies. Vol I, LSM 7. 8zh Ed.. pp. 205-213.

’H/HTF Furrell. Robert Frenk. Ideas, Crncepts, Doctrine: A Historv
of Basic Thinking iz the Unirted Srates Afr Forre 1307-1564. Air
Universicy. Maxwsll Air Force Bese. AL, 1580

Y Greenfield, Kent Roberts, Amevican Strategy in World War II:
A Reccnsideraticn. Malabar FI.. Krieger Publishing Company. 1963.

* Greenfield. Mey. vChildhood. Tempered by Anxiecy.* The
Waghingten Post. Juvly 26, :955. pp H4-HS

}f{ Grigy, John, I1843: The Vigrory that Never Was. New York NY.
Hill and Wang. 1580.

i Hansell, Maj. Gen Haywood S,, Jr., USAF, Ret, "The Plan for
the Combined Bomber DIfansive (£90),% The Air Plan Thar Defearod

Hicler. Chapter VIII, XI. XII, pp. 157-171, 251i-275, 297-278. in
Air War College Nonresident Studies. Vol. I, LSN 8. 8th 2d .. p.
251-273.

- Hoyle. Martha Byrd, A World in Flames: The History of Werld
War II. Hew York NY. Athenseum. 1370

. Johnson, Haynes, "lhe New Face of the United States: What It

Meant for America.® The Washingron Post." July 26. 1985, pp. HE-
H7

22



T
ERd )
(€21
a

o

gl

bl
-

4

P
e m o

Ly ]
4
1k
vk

&

.
-

[
-

e

A

b

v -1
e gy et

1 b
1
ot
x
-
A

[
-
-

Sopomproy

HE
e
i
ok

ni

Wy

Ly

.
P

TErican

fa

-
-

*he Fise ©

i~
1Lk
LIS
+k

Way

meraoaeh

B
—

4

¥ and Fzlicy.

-
-

e
rate

t
[
o ey

Vel. &£1. &

2w,

-,

-
oEYS

-

g

—ll

th
Pk |

[T |

n..._ﬁ.__nu



